
EDITORIAL

As the Netherlands is holding the Presidency of the Council of the 
European Union in the first half of 2016 we, being the Dutch representatives 
in the Governing Board of JPI CH, have the honor of writing the editorial for 
this second issue of this newsletter. Regarding Cultural Heritage the focus of 
the Dutch presidency is on a diverse, connected and inclusive Europe and 
more specific on digital heritage. The JPI CH is an important instrument in 
realizing these goals.

2016 has started with the launch of JHEP2, a new ambitious plan to further 
strengthen the JPI CH, building on what has been achieved since the start of 
the JPI. The focus of this new four-year-project is first of all on the alignment 
of national research programmes and activities, but it also encompasses a 
whole range of new activities to be set up and evaluation instruments to 
monitor the progress. The new activities run from the development of a 
roadmap for new joint calls for research projects in the coming years to 
knowledge transfer towards heritage practitioners, the implementation of a 
number of activities from the Action Plan, the organisation of a conference 
concerning heritage strategies involving international heritage organisations 
and case studies to demonstrate the impact and potential of heritage to 
society to an exploration of the possibilities to transform the successful 
Heritage Portal into a knowledge hub.

Lots of ambitions to be reached with the active involvement of all JPI CH 
partners and also, we hope, attracting new partners from within and outside 
of Europe. The ultimate ambition is to truly build a common research area 
on cultural heritage. We are looking forward to collaborating on this in the 
next four years. 

Annemarie Bos
Netherlands Organisation for Scientific Research (NWO)

Jan van ‘t Hof
Cultural Heritage Agency of the Netherlands (RCE)
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“There is genuine willingness to work together, to overcome the fragmentation of information on the state of 
research, to streamline national programmes to reduce duplication, to exploit synergies and to coordinate 

research in the cultural heritage arena.” - The JPI Cultural Heritage Strategic Research Agenda
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NEW INPUTS TO CULTURAL HERITAGE RESEARCH WITH JHEP2

As announced in the Editorial, JHEP2 is the new Project - supporting JPI CH – co-funded by the 
European Commission within the Horizon 2020 framework. The Project, started last January 
2016, involves 16 Countries and develops across four Work Packages that go from developing 
effective governance of national research programmes to reinforcing common activities on 
cultural heritage, via applying appropriate indicators for monitoring and assessing the 
alignment process. On this purpose, the Project adopts the priorities of the European strategy 
for the future, especially the Lund Declaration whose statements contain specific reference to 
the alignment process and the necessity of building a stronger synergy between national 
policies. This concretely means to yield a comprehensive road map and toolbox for supporting 
research in the field of cultural heritage. 

Activities were officially launched during the kick off meeting last 11th February in Brussels. 
JHEP2 Partners started the selection process of the topics to be included in future JPI CH joint 
calls that remain a relevant action to support innovative and high quality research initiatives.  
Next joint calls addressing researchers and stakeholders from Cultural Heritage 
Research sectors are scheduled in 2017 and 2018. JHEP2 implementation and the overall 
JPI CH activity requires an efficient monitoring action, so the Project Partnership is also 
working for selecting a set of key performance indicators in line with the Action Plan and with 
the guidelines from the EC and the GPC (High Level Group for Joint Programming).

A further action concerns internationalization and goes beyond the simple scope of each Work 
Package within the Project. An internationalization strategy is required to create more 
opportunities of knowledge exchange among researchers and best practices exchange among 
policy actors and funding agencies supporting Cultural Heritage. JHEP2 Partners are 
collaborating on a survey aimed at mapping the JPI CH international relations and identifying 
activities to undertake with.   

Find more on JHEP2 webpage - www.jpi-culturalheritage.eu/ec-projects/jhep2/ 

LAST NEWS FROM THE JPICH 

GPC meeting, February the 12th, Brussels  

The GPC (High Level Group for Joint programming) gathered in Brussels on the 12th February 
2016. All 10 JPIs had been invited in order to discuss about the current relationship with the 
GPC and the European Commission, and to analyze the issues and potential improvements for 
the future. JPIs have achieved important goals since the launch in 2009 of the three wave JPIs 
(FACCE, Water, Cultural Heritage). The way they are implementing their activities is under 
development, due to the European changing scenarios bound to new tools and methods to 
support research. For this reason, and for strengthening the relation with the JPIs, the GPC 
established three Implementation Groups (IGs), to take action on: 

IG1) Fostering Relationships among the JPIs and the GPC, that is crucial for a full achievement 
of the the JPIs objectives 

IG2) Promoting Alignment and Interoperability among Member States instruments, through a 
process based on Mutual Learning Experience (MLE) that will be opened in the next 
months

IG3) Monitoring and Evaluating JPIs and JPP (Joint programming Process) Impact

The next GPC meeting will be held in April, 29.

Find more on ERA portal - https://era.gv.at/directory/146   
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JPI CH – Infrastructures meetings, February 12th, Brussels 

A JPI CH delegation met the representatives from four European Research infrastructures – 
Dariah Eric, Parthenos, Iperion CH and the upcoming E-RIHS in February, 12 at KIK-IRPA 
headquarters (Brussels). The meeting was promoted by the JPI CH, with the aim of deepening 
the knowledge about existing infrastructures in the field of Cultural Heritage, and fostering 
exchange and future synergies. The four infrastructures are all very active within the European 
Research Area, by contributing to a number of transnational projects and initiatives covering a 
wide range of fields within Cultural Heritage.

Dariah Eric is an established European Research Infrastructure Consortium mainly supporting 
digital research as well as the teaching of digital research methods.
Iperion CH is a H2020 project of which the consortium connects researchers and fosters a 
trans-disciplinary culture with focus on restoration and conservation of Cultural Heritage; 
Parthenos is a project that supports a more efficient approach to research in the domain of 
cultural heritage, digital humanities, linguistics, history and archaeology.
E-RIHS, a proposal submitted to the ESFRI 2016 Roadmap that will be launched on the 10th 
March, aims at establishing a sustainable distributed research infrastructure for the new cross-
disciplinary domain of Heritage Science, which encompasses cultural and natural heritage and 
archaeology.

A recurring communication with share of information and collaboration between the JPI CH 
and these research infrastructures is essential and needs to be considered among the working 
tasks of next months. The meeting offered the opportunity to present each other, describe the 
activities, the ongoing and foreseen projects, the scope and specific objectives. On that 
occasion, all representatives shared the interest in reinforcing the synergies, not least by 
outlining future joint initiatives that might bring added value.

Find more on infrastructures websites:
Dariah Eric  - https://dariah.eu/ 
Iperion CH – http://www.iperionch.eu/home 
Parthenos – http://www.parthenos-project.eu/ 

Heritage Plus mid-term assessment meeting, March 17th, Brussels 

Heritage Plus is an Era-Net plus action started in 2013 that supports the JPI CH by proposing 
concrete solutions for pooling national expertise and resources and establishing closer and 
robust collaboration among the participating States in the field of Cultural Heritage. Project 
Partners met in Brussels on the 17th March to analyze the state of the art of the activities, 
evaluate what has been done so far and plan the implementation of next tasks. An important 
part of the meeting has been focused on monitoring activities of funded projects from the last 
year joint call. All 16 funded projects started their activities in 2015 which will last till by latest 
mid-2018. The monitoring is further used to get knowing better the projects that concern 
current cross-cutting issues connected to the Heritage Cultural. 

In particular, great attention has been paid to the communication and dissemination strategy 
addressing the projects. These months will see the first results from first period activities and 
most of the projects are organizing international conferences and seminars. JPI CH intends 
giving visibility to the initiatives, by tightening the contact relations with Project Leaders and 
follow projects future achievements. JPI CH newsletter and website can be also effective tools 
to promote research activity on Cultural Heritage. The aim to strengthen the communication 
strategy will involve JHEP Pilot Call (first JPI CH joint call) as well.  

Find more on Heritage Plus and funded projects on our webpage - http://www.jpi-
culturalheritage.eu/ec-projects/heritage-plus/

JPI CH Newsletter – Issue 2, 2016 3

https://dariah.eu/
http://www.iperionch.eu/home
http://www.parthenos-project.eu/
http://www.jpi-culturalheritage.eu/ec-projects/heritage-plus/


PROJECTS ON ACTION 
A collection of news from the research projects granted within the JPI CH joint 
calls. In this issue news from HEURIGHT14, KISADAMA, REFIT, CHERISCAPE 

On 21 and 22 March 2016, HEURIGHT14 ‘The Right to Cultural Heritage – Its Protection and 
Enforcement through Cooperation in the European Union" hosted its first research 
conference: ‘The Return of Cultural Objects within the European Union – Implementing 
the Directive 2014/60/EU’. 
The event, co-organized with the Editorial Board of the Santander Art and Culture Law 
Review (SAACLR), was held at the Institute of Art of the Polish Academy of Sciences, in 
Warsaw and brought together 80 participants from 9 EU MS, Switzerland, USA and Serbia, EU 
and CoE agencies, national public institutions, civil society organizations, students, academia 
and research groups, and featured 20 speakers, both public institutions and scholarly 
expertise. It aimed at debating the foundations, implementing process and future functioning 
of this new EU legal instrument on the return of unlawfully removed cultural objects. 
The Directive 2014/60/EU’ was discussed within  the legal framework for the protection of 
national treasures. In particular, the relations between the directive other legal instruments 
regulating the circulation of cultural objects in Europe, including the 1970 UNESCO 
Convention and the 1995 Unidroit Convention, were analysed. 
Papers will be published in the forthcoming issue of the SAACLR (Fall 2016). The selection of 
the proceedings will be available online shortly. 

Find more on the Project page - http://heuright.eu/  
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HEURIGHT14: Conference "The Return of Cultural Objects within the European 
Union. Implementing the Directive 2014/60/EU”

A presentation at Conference at the Institute of Art 
of the Polish Academy of Sciences in Warsaw
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KISADAMA project aimed at developing an integrated approach for modelling and analysis of 
salt crystallization in porous materials and the related weathering of the porous material, by 
combining experimental and numerical studies.  On the experimental side, the team 
performed both macroscopic and microscopic experiments assessing the importance of the 
kinetics of salt crystallization on damage in sandstone and fired clay bricks under 
wetting/drying and humidity cycling. Advanced techniques such as SEM and HRXCT have 
been used to study the kinetics of salt growth in the porous network, by developing ad hoc 
climatic chambers. On the numerical side, the team developed a fully coupled multiphase 
model for hygrothermal analysis and prediction of salt diffusion/crystallization in porous 
materials and used it to simulate the drying experiments. Numerical results show a good 
agreement with experimental data, thus the model is well validated and can be used to predict 
future scenarios. Furthermore, results show that the mechanisms of salt precipitation and the 
crystal growth are the key factors that determine the drying behavior of salt contaminated 
porous materials and the physical weathering generated by salt crystallization. In this sense, 
results reveal, for the first time, the major role of the crystallization dynamics in the 
way that a given salt causes damage in some environmental conditions and not in other. 

As part of the first phase of the REFIT Project - A case study in enhancing knowledge transfer 
and developing sustainable management of cultural landscapes, team members from the UK, 
France and Spain have been working to develop surveys, mapping activities, interview and 
focus group question to help us better understand how our case study landscapes are 
perceived, used and managed. The approach has been trialed with stakeholders at the two 
UK sites, Bagendon and Salmonsbury, in the Cotswolds. 
REFIT researcher, Gemma Tully, has been 
meeting people with a range of professional 
and personal interests in these cultural 
landscapes, from farmers and wildlife experts
 to archaeology students and local residents. 
Early assessment of the data suggests that 
while people have very different individual 
motivations for engaging with these 
landscapes, there is general consensus 
regarding how these landscapes should be 
managed for the future: carefully, 
collaboratively and with consideration for 
the multiple uses and values of each 
landscape for farming, wildlife, heritage, 
habitation and leisure.

Find more on Project page.  
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KISADAMA: State of the art of the Project and Results from experimental analysis 

Focus group with Archaeology students from the 
Royal Agricultural University, Cirencester, UK  

REFIT: Perception of Cultural Landscapes

http://www.refitproject.com/


CHeriScape - ‘Cultural Heritage in Landscape’ - is a five-country network of seven partners 
from academia and governments funded under the 2013 JPI CH pilot call and coordinated by 
the McCord Centre for Landscape of Newcastle University. The objective is to explore the 
integrative power of bringing together the two democratically-based concepts landscape and 
heritage. Previous conferences were held in 2014 and 2015 in Ghent, Amersfoort, Oslo and 
Madrid. They attracted a large network of researchers and practitioners from many 
disciplines from countries across Europe and beyond. The Partnership has also presented 
sessions at other conferences, such ad the Landscape Archeology Conference 2014 in Rome, 

and the closing conference of COST IS1007 
“Cultural Sustainability in Helsinki in 2015.
Many of the presentations from the 
conferences are available on Project web 
page, and the team is currently beginning 
the task of planning the wide dissemination 
of the conclusions drawn from conferences. 
CHeriScape V conference “Landscape in 
Imagination and the Virtual Future”, will 
take place on 14th - 16th June 2016 at 
BALTIC Centre of Contemporary Art in 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne.  
Registration is open via web page.
http://www.cheriscape.ugent.be/index.ht
ml@p=1181.html
 

UPCOMING EVENTS

SMART VALUE Project Seminar, 18 April 2016, Warsaw

The project SMARTValue (Scientific Modern Analysis of Research Topic. Values and valuation 
as key factors in protection, conservation and contemporary use of heritage - a collaborative 
research of European cultural heritage) from JPI CH Pilot Call wil held a seminar entitled 
"Assessment of the value of selected historic objects - problems and experiences" at the 
Royal Łazienki in Warsawon April 18th, 2016,  10.00 a.m.

Find the details on the  project website http://www.smart-value.eu/smartvalue-project.php

The European Culture Forum, 19-20 April 2016, Brussels 

On the 19th-20th April, Flagey in Brussels will host the The European Culture Forum, a 
biennial flagship event organized by the European Commission, as an opportunity of debate 
on EU culture policy and initiatives and networking. Find the program of the event on the 
official website - http://ec.europa.eu/culture/forum/index_en.htm#home 
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CheriScape: State of the art of the Project and next steps

Interactive discussion sessions at first conference 
in Ghent, July 2014
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Next GPC meeting, 29 April 2016, Brussels

The next GPC plenary meeting will be held in Brussels on the 29th April 2016. The JPIs' 
Coordinators have been invited for the morning session.

Next GB and EB meetings, 7-8 June, Rome

The next JPI CH GB and EB meetings will be held at the Ministry of Cultural Heritage and 
Activities and Tourism in Rome on the 7th-8th June 2016.  

CheriScape Project conference V, 14-16 June 2016, Newcastle

The 5th conference of the CheriScape Project funded within Heritage Plus call will be held 
in Newcastle on the 14-16 June 2016. The final CHeriScape conference in the JPI-funded 
CHeriScape series will look forwards, and inward into imagination.  The tile of the event 
will be “Landscape in Imagination and the Virtual Future”. 
More information on the detailed program and the call for posters on the official project 
website - http://www.cheriscape.ugent.be/ 

NEWS FROM EUROPE

The European Commission is starting to prepare the next Horizon 2020 Work 
Programme for the period 2018-2019-2020, and it has launched a consultation of 
stakeholders on potential priorities for research and innovation. The JPI CH has been 
involved in the consultation process for Challenge 5 “Climate action, environment, 
resource efficiency and raw material”. 
We strongly believe that Cultural Heritage is  a global resource to be preserved and 
transferred to future generations, and that can be among the drivers of the economic 
sustainable development. 

We are confident that the next EC Work Programme will give Cultural Heritage the 
appropriate relevance and support researchers and stakeholders.
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The JPI CH promotes a joint multidisciplinary approach to cultural 
heritage sustainability which arises from research. It develops within 
a multi-frame scenario called the Scientific Cultural Area - as a part of 
the European Research Area - which includes science, engineering, 
technology, art, literature, conservation and culture. Supporting 
research activities and researcher training means reaffirming the 
European cultural identity as world wide ambassador of cultural 
heritage excellence.

If you want to get more details on JPI CH activities visit our website 
http://www.jpi-culturalheritage.eu/ 

or contact us at: 
jpi_ch@beniculturali.it
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