
EDITORIAL 

Eight years have passed since the launch of the JPI on Cultural 
Heritage (JPI CH), and a number of relevant results have been achieved 
thanks to the strong commitment of all Partners. The Vision Document, the 
Strategic Research Agenda and the Action Plan enclose the principles of our 
JPI, and channel the joint effort to enhance the role of Research as essential 
ingredient for Cultural Heritage valorization. Besides the intense work 
carried out so far the next few years will be even more challenging. 

The first two Joint Calls, JHEP and Heritage Plus, funded 26 excellence 
research projects. These experiences represented the real endeavor of 
protecting all Cultural Heritage dimensions through a multidisciplinary 
approach.

2016 has begun with the kick off of JHEP2 Project within the framework of 
Horizon 2020, addressed to develop an effective governance of the national 
research programmes alignment and reinforce common activities on 
Cultural Heritage. Future JPI CH efforts need to go in two directions:  at 
strategic level with focus on the “alignment” , the partnership reinforcement, 
and dissemination of results; at executive level with new calls and joint 
activities, more efficient evaluation instruments, and the current use of 
research infrastructures. 

Important inputs come from the European Institutions. The Lund 
Declaration Revisited asks for a stronger societal impact of JPIs actions. 
Thus, the JPI CH is expected to reinforce its role of catalyst in the field of 
Cultural Heritage research in Europe and promote common initiatives 
tackling crucial societal challenges.

We are highly confident that this Partnership will succeed in bringing 
Cultural Heritage Research among the priorities of the European Agenda for 
the future, and that 2016 will be a fruitful year of joint actions and 
important steps forward.

Antonia Pasqua Recchia
Coordinator of the JPI on Cultural Heritage
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“There is genuine willingness to work together, to overcome the fragmentation of information on the state of 
research, to streamline national programmes to reduce duplication, to exploit synergies and to coordinate 

research in the cultural heritage arena.” - The JPI Cultural Heritage Strategic Research Agenda
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LOOKING AHEAD: WHAT STRATEGY FOR THE FUTURE? 

JPI CH future activities will be highly interconnected with the strategic agenda outlined 
within the European Research and Innovation Area. In particular, the Lund Declaration 2015 
(Revisited) represents a pillar document that will guide the design of policies towards a 
stronger societal impact. Four priorities have been identified. 

The alignment of strategies, instruments, resources and actors at national and European level 
is the first objective. Actions entailing high level political support, proper common alignment 
strategies (including smart specialization strategies) and structural changes in the European 
Research and Innovation systems are highly required.

The second priority deals with the reinforcement of the frontier research and European 
knowledge base in order to increase competitiveness. This can be reached by focusing on 
excellent research, high quality research infrastructures and improving the working 
conditions of researchers. Open knowledge and a stronger interdisciplinary collaboration are 
underneath the frontier research reinforcement.

The third priority is about global cooperation. The European Research area should be 
enlarged, open up its border and increase connections and collaborations with external 
countries. This is about catching new inputs, exchanging knowledge, as well as attracting 
excellent researchers and investors. Global societal challenges may be tackled more 
successfully by extending research and knowledge networks.

Strategies need to be effective on reality. The Lund Declaration stresses on the necessity of 
achieving impact on challenges as the last priority on the agenda. This will be possible if all 
the relevant research sectors be interacting, including universities, research institutes, 
industries and the public sector. All JPIs are strongly encouraged to pursue the fore 
mentioned guidelines in the implementation of their future actions.

LAST NEWS FROM THE JPICH 

GPC meeting, December 11th, Brussels 

The High Level Group for Joint Programming (GPC) gathered in Brussels last December 2015. 
A number of relevant issues were discussed, including  the relationship between GPC, JPIs 
and Framework conditions, the need of working on the alignment strategy, the JPP 
assessment. Furthermore, the agenda included also information on the ERA-NET Cofund 
actions under H2020 from the EC, the outcome of the last Competitiveness Council and the 
program of the incoming Dutch Presidency. 

In particular, most attention was paid to the alignment process which is expected to be 
implemented by all JPIs. Great interest has been aroused by the Lund Declaration 2015, i.e. 
the revised version of the 2009 Document which requested to develop pro-active strategies 
on research priorities in order to focus on our time grand challenges. The 2015 version 
furtherly stresses the pillar concept of alignment.

Providing support to the JPIs implementing alignment strategies according to the Lund 
Declaration is among the topics discussed during the GPC meeting.  The idea is to draft a 
Term of Reference (ToR) document to be used as a guideline, including common approaches 
for all fields of alignment: research implementation, evaluation and reporting , training of 
researchers, research infrastructures and data, research examination and uptake. Afterwards, 
a Mutual Learning Exercise (MLE) among JPIs representatives will be launch at the next GPC 
meetings on the basis of the draft proposal on ToR.  

You can find more information on the ERA portal.  
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https://era.gv.at/directory/146


JPI CH institutional meetings, December the 9th-10th, Paris 

The JPI CH Executive Board and Governing Board took place at the Ministry of Culture 
and Communication in Paris last 9th and 10th December, respectively. In both occasions 
Partners had the opportunity to discuss about the state of the art of the JPI activities, results 
achieved so far and to outline the future steps for further developments. This starting year 
will be rich in tasks ad activities due to the launch of JHEP2 Project and the organization of a 
new call planned for 2017.  

The first part of the EB meeting was dedicated to JHEP2 Work Packages and Tasks, that will 
be further considered during the kick off of the Project next February.  In particular, 
procedures and terms in which the next joint call will be organized and managed has been 
the core of the table, given the aim of raising the level of excellence of the selected projects 
while assuring that the funded proposals have evident impacts on reality. The second session 
of the day was focused on a few JPI CH general topics that are main issues to be developed in 
the next months. Countries representatives shared their opinions on how to take full 
advantage of research infrastructures, outline a proper internationalization strategy and 
improve the communication tools. 

The GB meeting focused on strategic issues related to the JPI CH management including the 
sustainability strategy to be pursued and the joint actions to be planned in future. In 
particular, all Participants agreed in strengthening the role of the JPI and boosting its  
institutional linkages in Europe towards a wider and more integrated network of governing 
and research subjects.      

JHEP 2 Project 

2016 opened with a new challenging 4-year Project for the JPICH Partnership following 
the two previous ones, JHEP already closed, and Heritage Plus still ongoing till 2018. JHEP2 is 
a CSA within the Horizon 2020 – Societal challenges 5 framework, and aims at supporting the 
implementation of the Strategic Research Agenda following the recommendations emerging 
from the High level Group for joint programming (GPC) in the Biennial Report 2014 and in 
the Report on "Alignment in the context of Joint Programming". JHEP2 focuses on principal 
actions including developing the alignment of national research and innovation programmes, 
promoting new joint activities and providing qualitative and quantitative Key Performance 
Indicators (KPIs). The Project having a Partnership of 16 JPI CH Countries started on the 1st 
January 2016 and will last till 2019. It includes 4 Work Packages, one for each of the fore 
mentioned actions as well as cross-cutting monitoring and coordination tasks.   

Annual Joint Programming Conference 2015, January 14-15, Brussels

The two-day event titled “Building and Sustaining Commitment to Public-Public 
Partnerships” was highly fruitful as it provided an overview of developing tools in support to 
JPIs activities on the one side, and a deeper look at current crucial  issues such as global 
cooperation, the alignment, impact and dissemination, interaction with the EC, on the other 
side. The conference aimed at outlining a developmental path by focusing on practical themes 
that are common to all JPIs and that require the engagement of all JPIs. On this purpose, the 
second part of the event was particularly useful for sharing considerations and good 
practices as it was included parallel sessions of workshop on a number of topics:  
Experiences with ERA-NET Cofund under Horizon 2020; Evaluation of Joint Programming;  
Widening participation in P2Partnerships; internationalization;  ERA tools for Public-Public 
Partnerships; IT platform to serve community interaction and mutual learning and P2P 
promotion; engaging stakeholders; strategies for fostering open knowledge and open access 
in research;  commitment to JPI alignment and evaluation of impact. 

You may find the agenda and presentations on the ERA-Learn website.
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UPCOMING EVENTS

JHEP2 kick off meeting

JHEP2 Project of JPI CH will be officially launched at the kick off meeting that will take 
place at the Royal Institute for Cultural Heritage in Brussels on the 11th  February 2016.

Next GPC meeting 

The next GPC plenary meeting will be held in Brussels on the 12th February 2016. Among 
the discussion topics will be alignment, Mutual Learning Exercise, JPP assessment, 
analysis on national policy stakeholder survey.     

Next GB and EB meetings

The next JPI CH GB and EB meetings will be held at the Ministry of Cultural Heritage and 
Activities and Tourism in Rome on the 7th-8th June 2016.  

JPI Chairs meeting on alignment

As a follow up of the last GPC meeting held in December, a meeting of all JPI Chairs will 
be organize in Bruxelles on Tuesday, the 15th March 2016. The occasion will see JPIs 
representatives exchange good practices and identify common barriers to overcome, in 
order to outline an efficient way to alignment governance.  

CHeriScape conference V, 14-16 June 2016, Newcastle

The 5th conference of the CheriScape Project funded within Heritage Plus call will be held 
in Newcastle on the 14-16 June 2016. The final CHeriScape conference in the JPI-funded 
CHeriScape series will look forwards, and inward into imagination.  The tile of the event 
will be “Landscape in Imagination and the Virtual Future”. More information on the 
detailed program and the call for posters on the official project website.

NEWS FROM EUROPE

 New calls in H2020 2016-2017 for cultural heritage projects

Horizon 2020 Work Program 2016-2017 will allocate 73 millions to calls on the Societal 
Challenges pillar:48 million to 9 calls within SC6 “Europe in a changing world – inclusive, 
innovative and reflective societies” and 25 million to 2 calls within SC5 - "Climate action, 
Environment, Resource Efficiency and Raw Materials". 

This funding provision comes from the recommendations of the Horizon 2020 Expert 
Group on cultural heritage that stresses the need of enhancing the role of cultural 
heritage as a driver for economic sustainable development. The Report outlines three key 
objectives for Europe: to implement an innovative approach to finance, investments, 
governance, management and business models applied to cultural heritage; to see in 
heritage a channel to cultural inclusion and social cohesion; to promote a conscious and 
sustainable use of cultural landscapes, coasts and environment in general. 
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http://www.cheriscape.ugent.be/


The forthcoming new calls are a great opportunity for the world of researchers and 
stakeholders in the field of cultural heritage to implement innovative and crosscutting 
actions focusing on urban re-qualification, historical memory, European identities, inclusive 
governance, environmental recover, financing issues, as some of the topics concerned.

The new calls expected in the next months will be:

SC5: 
- Societal Challenge5-21-2016-2017 on urban and rural regeneration 
- Societal Challenge5-22-2017 on funding, business and governance models for 
cultural heritage re-use

SC6: 
- Societal Challenge6cult-coop-02-2017 on cultural cooperation among European  
peoples
- Societal Challenge6cult-coop-03-2017 on cultural alphabetization of new 
generations
- Societal Challenge6cult-coop-04-2017 on creative cultural heritage 
- Societal Challenge6cult-coop-05-2017 on religious differences
- Societal Challenge6cult-coop-06-2017 on bottom up approaches to cultural 
heritage in support of institutions
- Societal Challenge6cult-coop-07-2017 on sustainable conservation of coasts 
- Societal Challenge6cult-coop-08-2017 on digital cultural heritage
- Societal Challenge6cult-coop-09-2017 on the analysis on the European past 
- Societal Challenge6cult-coop-10-2017 on integration and public spaces in Europe
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The JPI CH promotes a joint multidisciplinary approach to cultural 
heritage sustainability which arises from research. It develops within 
a multi-frame scenario called the Scientific Cultural Area - as a part of 
the European Research Area - which includes science, engineering, 
technology, art, literature, conservation and culture.  Supporting 
research activities and researcher training means reaffirming the 
European cultural identity as world wide ambassador of cultural 
heritage excellence.

If you want to get more details on JPI CH activities visit our website 
http://www.jpi-culturalheritage.eu/ 

or contact us at: 
jpi_ch@beniculturali.it

http://www.jpi-culturalheritage.eu/
mailto:jpi_ch@beniculturali.it
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