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Project Summary 
Rising damp is a recurrent hazard to ancient build-
ings in Europe and its relevance is expected to in-
crease in the future, due to climate changes. The 
presence of rising damp in walls does not only cre-
ate an unpleasant climate in buildings, but it also 
enhances damage processes as frost action, salt 
crystallization and biological growth, with possible 
consequences on the health of the inhabitants. The 
relevance of this problem is reflected by the large 
variety of products on the market. This wide and 
differentiated offer, together with the scarce and 
fragmented scientific information on the effec-
tiveness of the methods, make it difficult (even) for 
the professionals working in the field to choose a 
suitable intervention on a sound basis. 
The aims of this project are to come to a scientifi-
cally based evaluation of the effectiveness of dif-
ferent methods against rising damp and to a de-
fine decision support tool for a conscious choice 
and successful use of these methods in the prac-
tice of conservation. These aims will be achieved 
by sharing the knowledge, until now diffused over 
EU, and by acquiring new knowledge through the 
application of selected methods in case studies. 
The co-operation between research institutes, 
conservation authorities and SMEs guarantees: 
(i) easy access to documentation on case studies, 
(ii) independent and scientifically based evalua-

tion of interventions, and (iii) successful dissemi-
nation of results. The nature of this research and 
the ambitions of the project need a European di-
mension to be successful. The involvement of the 
selected partners is necessary when considering 
the diffusion of the problem at European scale 
and the urgency of finding effective solutions. 
Collaboration allows to: (i) share knowledge and 
join efforts towards a common objective; (ii) guar-
antee a complete overview of existing methods, 
(iii) enhance dissemination of the research find-
ings and (iv) build up a European network of ex-
perts with state of the art knowledge.

Application and impact 
The aims of this project are to come to a scientifi-
cally based evaluation of the effectiveness of dif-
ferent methods against rising damp and to define a 
support tool for a conscious choice and successful 
use of these methods in the practice of conser-
vation. The practical results of the project can be 
summarized as:
•	 Establishment of a European-wide overview 

of existing methods, including the compatibil-
ity with, and effectiveness on historic build-
ings.

•	 The establishment and definition of a common 
procedure and criteria for the evaluation of in-
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terventions against rising damp, to be defined 
on the basis of the experience of the partners.

•	 EU broad overview of the effectiveness of 
existing methods, elaborated on the existing 
experience and on the knowledge acquired by 
the investigation of case studies.

•	 The development of a decision support tool on 
the feasibility and the risks of existing meth-
ods, helping actors involved in conservation 
to arrive at a conscious choice and successful 
application of these methods in the practice.

•	 Build up a European network of experts with 
state of the art knowledge in this field.


